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Journal Entry # Chapter 2: The Judicial Process
The federal and state judicial system is featured with complex structures, functions, in addition to procedures that tend to intimidate laypersons. Journalists must be familiar with some of the details. Social media has brought about a wide coverage to a series of U.S. Supreme Court decisions favoring greater access of the public as well as the press to judicial processes (Moore, 2017, p 17).
The federal court and some state court systems are featured with three basic levels, and these include the general trial court, an intermediate appellate court, and a supreme court. The primary purpose of any criminal court is to search for ideal facts in the case, ensure the most accurate legal principles in the case, and to apply those principles in accordance with facts defined at trials. However, the Appellate case does not define any degree of guilt or innocence (Moore, 2017, p 18). The U.S. legal system requires all federal judges to abide by the Code of Conduct for United States judges as adopted and approved by varied Judicial Conferences.
Both federal and state courts must have both venue and jurisdiction before hearing a case. Jurisdiction is incorporated into personal and subject matter jurisdiction. The court serves as the final arbiter of the U.S. constitution, and it pays attention to all cases through direct appeal, writ of certiorari, and certification (Moore, 2017, p 29). Once appeals have been heard by the court, they are rendered writ of certiorari; however, this is only possible after the four or more judges have agreed to consider the appeal. The U.S. legal system presents that an opinion supported by less than the majority never sets a precedent. It is paramount for journalists to be conversant with the legal aspects, judicial principles, as well as the legal structures of the state and federal court systems to ascertain that their stories are accurate and complete.
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